
Step Inside
WHITBY ABBEY

I lived, worked
and worshipped here

700 years ago.



Whitby Abbey has had a very long and exciting history.
Follow the trail through time and look for the clues.

Pillars
The abbey church had lots of big
stone pillars to hold up the roof, with
4 huge pillars to hold up the tower.

Can you find these pillars
and count them?

There are pillars.

Compare the size of these pillars
by counting the number of smaller
columns around a small and a large
pillar base.

Abbey Plan
The grassed areas around the abbey
church would have been full of buildings.

Tick the boxes of the
buildings and rooms that
would have been there. 

Brother William
(touch screen in the
Visitor Centre) will
tell you more.

Kitchen ■■
Refectory or
dining room ■■
Toilet ■■
Cloister ■■
TV room ■■

Garage ■■
Garden ■■
Dormitory
or bedroom ■■

Patterns
The important abbey church
was highly decorated.

Can you see these patterns?
Tick the boxes. 

■■

■■
Find another pattern
to draw.

Atmospheric Abbey
What can you see and hear?
Tick the box.

Circle which things the monks would
have seen and heard 700 years ago.

You can see and hear more in the
Visitor Centre.

■■ Seagulls

■■ Sea and
cliffs

■■ Trains

■■ People

■■ Cars

■■ Hotels

■■ Boats

■■ Church

Arches and Windows
The church had
lots of windows to
let in light so that
the decorations and
patterns could be seen.

Find thewindow
at the west

end of the church.

Now draw
in the

missing parts.

Look for
more arches
and windows
all around
the church.
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Find the stone 
heads on the

wall or in the Visitor
Centre. These may
give you some ideas.

There would have been lots
of statues of saints on the

north transept wall. Draw in your
designs for statues.




