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England’s fragile rural landscapes face inescapable pressures for change.The challenge for the

heritage sector is to work with others to ensure that change is managed in ways that sustain the Legal

vital historic character of the countryside on behalf of the millions of people who value it so highly. Developments
Continued maintenance of Cornelius Vermuyden’s great | 7th-century drainage works, the Old and New Publications
New Bedford Rivers, is essential to sustain the fenlands of East Anglia. But can this vast historic

landscape survive in the face of climate change and rising sea levels? n
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