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A Glimpse of Heaven: The Catholic The Way We Were: England at Play
Churches of Britain
by Christopher Martin

The architecture and decoration of Catholic ENGLA ND AT PLAY

churches and their importance as part of our
heritage has gone largely undiscovered and
unappreciated. This book is a celebration of
roo Catholic churches in England and Wales,
with lively and informative text and stunning
photography. Each chapter is devoted to a
milestone in the history of the Catholic
Church since the Reformation, with a short,
informative introduction followed by a
description of each church complementing
Alex Ramsay’s photographs.

Varying enormously in their scale, date and
location, the churches range from the unconse-
crated 14th-century chapel at Rotherwas near
Hereford to the breathtaking vastness of
Manchester’s Holy Name. All these are impor-
tant, architecturally, decoratively, historically
and socially, and each has an additional power-
tul and poignant dimension because of their
remarkable stories.

PRICE £25.00 + P&P
ISBN: | 85074 9701 / PRODUCT CODE 51083
Hardback, 96 pages
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This is the second in a series of books whose

aim is to bring the NMR’s wonderful photo-
graphic archive of more than 10 million
modern and historic photographs to a wider
audience.

The introduction of shorter working hours
and bank holidays in the late-Victorian era
meant that for the first time many working
people had time on their hands, away from the
grind of daily life. The early 20th century also
saw the rise of the two mass entertainments
that would dominate English recreation for the
next 100 years — cinema and football. At the
other end of the social spectrum we see the
River Thames at Henley crammed with boats
for the Regatta, and hunters chasing a fox.
Most of all we see a nation breaking free from
the shackles of industrialisation and the horrors
of two world wars, and beginning to enjoy
itself.

PRICE £9.99 + P&P
ISBN: | 85074 9868 / PRODUCT CODE 51 160
Paperback with flaps, | 16 pages
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Mayday

This is the first book in an exciting new series
that looks at the roots of English traditions.
Future titles will include Halloween;
Valentine’s Day; and Christmas.

These days Mayday for many is associated
with anti-capitalist demonstrations and actions
against MacDonald, but it originated as a Celtic
pagan festive holy day to mark the first spring
planting. These celebrations continued in
Britain until the 1700s, when they were
outlawed by the Church, although many rural
communities carried on pre-Christian rites such
as the election of a May Queen and Maypole
dancing.

Fully illustrated, this book looks at the
origins of Mayday and features a gazetteer of
surviving Mayday traditions such as the Obby
Oss at Padstow, the Sweeps Festival at
Rochester and Well Dressing in Derbyshire.
PRICE £7.99 + P&P
ISBN: | 85074 9833 / PRODUCT CODE 51 18|
Paperback, 126 pages

Mayday,
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Paddington Station: Its History and
Architecture

by Steven Brindle

The best way to approach Paddington is from
its Underground station. You struggle through
the anonymous, crowded, low-ceilinged
subways, and through a ticket barrier; suddenly
there is an arched roof high above and as you
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ascend the staircase the whole tremendous
interior reveals itself.

Paddington, the Great Western Railway and
their principal designer Isambard Kingdom
Brunel are at the heart of railway history. This
book is an account of the station that epito-
mises the GWR and its operations, but which is
also an important work of architecture. The
book is illustrated with more than 150 archive
photographs, modern images, and plans and
drawings from Brunel’s sketch books.

PRICE £11.99 + P&P
ISBN | 873592 957 / PRODUCT CODE 51175
Paperback, |74 pages
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