DOVER CASTLE INNER BAILEY EXCAVATION 2008

Update 3&4: progress for 20-31 October 2008

Weeks three and four were rather busy, so instead of separate updates they are both
covered in this one issue.

Week three started with the realisation that the yellowish layer in Trench A was not a post-
medieval yard surface, but rather was a medieval construction surface related to the Caen-
stone facing of the Tower. Essentially the post-1180s finished landscape must have been
quarried away in later centuries in an attempt to level the ground within the Inner Bailey, and
as a result we no longer have evidence of the original landscape profile. This was borne out
in Trench B where again the original surface seems to have been reduced, so it is highly
unlikely that the 1180s landscaping survives anywhere around the Tower.
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Instead, in Trench A we went from 1970s hardcore to
a probable 18"/19™ century soil layer straight down
onto 1180s construction, which was cut by the
remains of several post holes. Underneath the Caen-
stone surface was a thick soil layer that definitely
sloped down towards the corner of the Tower, through
which the foundations appear to have been cut. We
spent week four excavating the underlying deposit of
orange clay studded with flints that appears to be
natural, only to find a large important cut feature in it
on the final Thursday! The foundations appear to
have been cut through it and built against the edge of
the cut based on the ragged mortar profile, so this
feature looks to predate the 1180s. The dates of the
pottery from this feature will be of great interest.

One original research question down!

In Arthur's Hall we have chased the sand
and plastic backfill of 1970s excavations
around the room, and can now say that
these mostly stopped at the level of a well-
compressed decayed mortar and soll
surface that sits well with the doors at the
low end of the Hall. However, these went a
bit deeper in front of the doors as well as at
the high end of the Hall. Even so, they
clearly did not go down to the bottom of the
archaeology — we have structures and other
features turning up to a considerable depth.
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Among the discoveries in the Hall we found
that there was a blocked doorway in the
west wall associated with the 1238 Hall that
had a build-up of floor material to a depth of
nearly 25 centimetres before it was closed
off with masonry as part of a larger floor-
raising episode sometime in the middle
ages.

Other finds included stone structural footings in front
of the three doors at the low end, and a large
rammed chalk deposit almost a metre thick at the
other end of the Hall.

One of the trenches against the west wall
shows evidence of three separate wall
footings that suggest an earlier structure was
incorporated into the Hall. (Below the plastic
in this trench we also found an ancient
inscription on four pieces of slate — naming a
"D Buttiment and Macro" and dating the
backfilling to 4/24/81! We assume that's
1981, rather than 1181...)

It is clear that the space occupied by Arthur's Hall after 1238 has had several earlier
incarnations, as well as several phases of reworking between the thirteenth century and its
final form. The work here has answered the question regarding the survival of deposits, but
in doing so it has opened up a large number of new questions regarding the details of those
deposits and their impact on our understanding of the way the building has developed.
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Thanks go out to Hugh, Pat, Garry, Chris, Steve, and everyone else at Dover for their kind
assistance and patience. Thanks are also due for the whole excavation team who did an
excellent job in sometimes very adverse conditions.

Tom Cromwell
3 November 2008

(L-R me, Cat, Aga, Jess, lza, Tom, Fi, Tara)



