
Pendennis Castle has defended England for the last 450 years.

Follow the trail through 
time and look for clues.

Henry VIII built several castles 
or forts like Pendennis. These
defended the south coast against
his enemies, France and Spain.

Walk around Henry’s fort – it is 
completely round! Do you think 
this is because:

■■ He thought round castles
were very fashionable?

■■ Gunners could fire at
enemy ships from all
directions?

■■ People thought that
cannon balls fired from
enemy ships would
bounce off round walls?

Tick the ones you think
are true.

At the turn of the last century a
new barrack block was built to
house the soldiers. Can you
discover the date it was built?

■■■■■■■■ Clue: Look up

What did the men do in here?

The Battery Observation Post was
built to observe enemy ships and
give accurate measurements to
the gun and searchlight crews.

Find the map table and
draw the position finder
telescope.

Soldiers fired cannon through the
gaps in the wall, called gunports.

Finish these instructions
for the gunners by ticking
the correct boxes.

...then block your ears and stand back!

■■ Eat their
meals?

■■ Fire the
big guns?

■■ Live with
their
families?

■■ Sleep?

Tick the 
answers

you think are correct.

We lit the powder with a

■■ match

■■ linstock

■■ cloth

We loaded

■■ shot ■■ bullets

We cleaned the barrel with a

■■ sponge


