
SILBURY HILL CONSERVATION PROJECT
Update 01: progress 11th – 18th May 2007

Welcome to the first progress update prepared on-site by the Silbury Hill Conservation 
Project archaeological team. The updates were going to appear every Friday but we 
have now moved them to Mondays to allow the presentation of a full weeks work.

The archaeological highlights this week are:

• the end 50mm of an antler pick (image 1) was recovered in situ from the fills of the 
outer south ditch during cleaning the sides of the cut for the tunnel entrance (image 
2);

• the inner edge of this ditch (image 3) was found 4.5m inside the tunnel.

With the tunnel emptying itself we have found that:

• the stone imported to the site in 1969 to backfill the tunnel continues to be present 
(image 4);

• chalk had been packed between the tunnel sides and its supporting arches and 
timbers.

The chalk provides a protective buffer between the tunnel emptying works and the 
archaeology in the tunnel sides. The packing was probably carried out in 1969 as part 
of the making good of various collapses that had occurred over the previous winter. If 
so then the packing may not extend much further into the tunnel.

We have now reached 9 metres 
into the 1968 Atkinson tunnel.
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