
SILBURY HILL CONSERVATION PROJECT
Update 02: progress 21st – 25th May 2007

Welcome to the second progress update prepared on-site by the Silbury Hill 
Conservation Project archaeological team. This week’s update is appearing on a 
Tuesday as the Monday is a holiday in England.

With the archaeology:

• we have re-located the outer and inner edges (images 1 & 2) of a quarry or ditch 
buried beneath the massive chalk mound of ‘Silbury III’.

We will be investigating and excavating this feature during the coming week.

With the tunnel emptying:

• we have reached the junction of the Atkinson and the Merewether (1849) tunnels 
(image 3) and as far as Professor Atkinson's ‘ring 25’ (image 4);

• the roadstone imported to the site in 1969 to backfill the tunnel continues to be 
present;

• the chalk packed between the tunnel sides and its supporting arches in 1969 
continues to be present. This material is principally found on the west side of the 
tunnel.
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We have now reached 22 metres 
into the 1968 Atkinson tunnel.
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