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BRONZE DIANA SHRINE
The Romans worshipped many Gods (this is called 
‘polytheism’). They believed that different gods were 
in charge of different things, such as Diana, the god of 
hunting and the moon, and Mercury, the god of trade 
and money. They mainly worshipped in temples but 
there is evidence that some people also made small, 
portable shrines, like this bronze figure of Diana.

BOX FLUE TILE
It wasn’t just under-floor heating that heated the 
rooms at Wroxeter’s baths. Hot air produced by the 
furnace could also flow up the walls, behind the plaster, 
through hollow box flue tiles like this one. Marks were 
scratched into one side of the tile to help the wall 
plaster bind to it.

IMP CAES DIVI TRAIANI PARTHICI FIL DIVI NERVAE NEPOTI TRAIANO HADRIANO 
AVG PONTIFICI MAXIMO TRIB POT XIIII COS III PP CIVITAS CORNOVIORVM

“To Imperator Caesar Trajanus Hadrianus Augustus, the son of the divine Trajanus 
Parthicus, the grandson of the divine Nerva, Chief Priest, holding tribunician power for 
the fourteenth time, consul three times, Father of the Fatherland, the community of the 
Cornovii [(erected this)].”

These words were carved into a stone slab which was originally placed above the entrance of the forum at Wroxeter. 
The stone dedicates the forum to the emperor Hadrian (r.117–138), who famously built Hadrian’s Wall across the 
north of England. The mention of Emperor Hadrian holding power for the ‘fourteenth time’ narrows the date the 
forum was completed to AD 129–130. The dedication stone was found by archaeologists in 1920 and confirmed the 
name of the Roman town. A replica of the stone can be seen on display in the museum at Wroxeter Roman City. The 
original is kept at Shrewsbury Museum and Art Gallery.
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A reconstruction drawing by Ivan Lapper of one of the furnaces used to heat the 
rooms in the baths. The wood for the fire came from trees in the surrounding area 
and the fire was stoked by slaves – it would have been incredibly hot and tiring work.



	40 OF 45www.english-heritage.org.uk/visit/places/wroxeter-roman-city/schools

A reconstruction drawing by Ivan Lapper of the ‘basilica’ (exercise 
hall) at Wroxeter, where people would go to work up a sweat and 
open their pores before entering the main bath suite.


