
TIMELINE
Carisbrooke Castle 
This resource pack has been designed to help teachers 
plan a visit to Carisbrooke Castle, which provides 
essential insight into the defences and life in a medieval 

castle. Use the timeline in the classroom to 
help students understand the history of 
Carisbrooke Castle.
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Get in touch with our Education Booking Team

  0370 333 0606 
  bookeducation@english-heritage.org.uk 
  https://bookings.english-heritage.org.uk/education/

Don’t forget to download our Hazard Information Sheets 
and Discovery Visit Risk Assessments to help with planning: 

• A Carisbrooke Carry On: How to Survive  
	 and Stay Alive 

• Who Lives in a House Like This: Castle Life  
	 From the Anglo Saxons to the Victorians

Share your visit with us @EHEducation

mailto:bookeducation%40english-heritage.org.uk?subject=Education%20Visit
https://bookings.english-heritage.org.uk/education/
http://www.english-heritage.org.uk/content/learn/schools/2374266/2807487/Carisbrooke_Castle_HIS.pdf
http://www.english-heritage.org.uk/content/properties/carisbrooke-castle/school-visits/A-Carisbrooke-Carry-On-DV-RA
http://www.english-heritage.org.uk/content/properties/carisbrooke-castle/school-visits/A-Carisbrooke-Carry-On-DV-RA
http://www.english-heritage.org.uk/content/properties/carisbrooke-castle/school-visits/Who-Lives-In-A-House-Like-This-DV-RA
http://www.english-heritage.org.uk/content/properties/carisbrooke-castle/school-visits/Who-Lives-In-A-House-Like-This-DV-RA
https://twitter.com/eheducation%3Flang%3Den
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CARISBROOKE CASTLE TIMELINE
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Sir George extended the 
castle buildings, built a 
new mansion house, added 
bastions and probably 
created the large barbican.

Charles I fled from 
captivity to the Isle of 
Wight for protection  
but was imprisoned  
at Carisbrooke.

A survey of Carisbrooke 
showed that the  
mansion house built by  
Sir George Carey had 
been demolished.  
The buildings were being 
used as the governor’s 
house and a military store.

Carisbrooke Castle 
became the base of the Isle 
of Wight Artillery Militia.

Princess Beatrice decided to 
use Carisbrooke Castle as her 
summer home. The Constable’s 
Lodging was adapted and  
redecorated for her use,  
and a tunnel built for servants 
to get to her rooms.

The great hall was re-roofed 
and new windows were 
installed.

Charles I attempted to 
escape through a window 
in the Constable’s Lodging, 
but got stuck in the 
window. 

Baldwin de Redvers rebuilt 
parts of the castle in stone 
and built the shell keep. 

c. 1107-36
1583 – 1587

1647

1723 1853

The gatehouse was restored and 
became the first home of the 
Carisbrooke Castle Museum.

1897

1913

1901

Baldwin de Redvers 
surrendered to King 
Stephen at Southampton. 
Carisbrooke Castle was 
not given back to Baldwin 
until 1153.

1136 
Sir George expanded the 
castle again, this time into 
a huge artillery fortress. 
He built ramparts, ditches 
and artillery bastions  
around the castle.  

1597 – 1602 
1648 

After the Conquest,  
loyal Norman lord 
William FitzOsbern 
adapted the Saxon burh 
to build a castle using 
wood and earth.

c. 1066 

A burh (Saxon fort) was 
built on the hilltop at 
Carisbrooke by the Saxon 
population to defend 
against the Viking raiders 
on the Isle of Wight.

c. 998–1009

King Stephen took the 
throne. Civil war began in 
England. Richard de Redver’s 
son, Baldwin de Redvers, 
supported the king’s rival, 
Empress Matilda.

1135

The Spanish 
Armada failed 
in its attempt to 
invade England. 

1588 

The English Civil War began.

1642 

Execution of 
Charles I.

1649 

Queen Victoria 
was crowned.

Princess 
Beatrice died.

1837  1944  

Princess Beatrice, Queen Victoria’s 
youngest daughter, became the 
governor of the Isle of Wight.

1896 

Elizabeth I’s cousin, Sir George 
Carey, became captain of 
Carisbrooke Castle. 

Carisbrooke was surrendered 
to Parliamentarian forces. 

Richard de Redvers probably 
built the motte-and-bailey 
castle.

c. 1100  1583  1642  

The French 
landed on the 
Isle of Wight 
and besieged 
Carisbrooke 
Castle. 

The siege failed 
when the French 
commander was 
killed by Peter de 
Heynoe’s  arrow.

1377

Two drum towers 
were added to the 
main gatehouse.

1335 - 1336  

William the Conqueror 
was victorious at the Battle 
of Hastings. The Norman 
Conquest of England began.

1066 

Countess  
Isabella de 
Fortibus inherited 
Carisbrooke 
Castle. Isabella 
made the castle 
much bigger  
and built many 
new buildings.

1263 

Henry I was crowned King.  
He granted the Isle of Wight 
to loyal supporter  
Richard de Redvers.

1100
The Hundred 
Years War 
between 
England and 
France began.

1337
England was under threat of 
invasion from France and Spain. 
Henry VIII began building forts 
and castles along the south 
coast of England and the 
Isle of Wight. 

1537
England made peace with Spain.

1604 

11TH  
Century

13TH  
Century

16TH  
Century

10TH  
Century

12TH  
Century

14TH  
Century

17TH  
Century

18TH  
Century

19TH  
Century

20TH  
Century

Restoration of 
Charles II.

1660 


