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for 500 years carlisle castle was the stronghold guarding england’s western border with scotland. the castle was 
held to siege ten times in its history, making it the most besieged place in the British isles. it remained a working 
military site well into the 20th century.

HISTORICAL DESCRIPTION

The early castle

At the time of the Norman conquest, Carlisle was 
disputed territory between England and Scotland. In 
1092 William II (reigned 1087–1100) claimed Carlisle 
and built the first castle. It is located at the junction of 
three rivers and the meeting place of roads north into 
Scotland and east across the Pennines. The first castle 
was probably built quickly of earth and wood to defend 
the border against a possible Scottish counter-attack.

Henry I (1100–35) visited Carlisle in 1122 and ordered 
the building of stone defences for both the castle and 
the town. King David I of Scotland (reigned 1124–53) 
occupied Carlisle from 1135 until his death and probably 
completed the first stone castle.

After David’s death, the English king Henry II (1154–
89) recaptured Carlisle. He substantially rebuilt and 
strengthened the castle, which withstood two attacks 
and an extended siege from Scottish king William the 
Lion. Henry visited the castle in 1186 and began building 
the ‘palace’ along the northwall of the inner ward.

A Medieval fortress

Carlisle Castle remained a focal point in the conflict 
between England and Scotland throughout the medieval 
period. King John (1199–1216) made it one of the bases 
from which he controlled the North of England. He 
spent a lot of money on the castle and stayed there 
four times. However, in 1216 Alexander II of Scotland 

(1214–49) successfully besieged the castle in alliance 
with rebellious English barons. They undermined 
the castle’s south curtain wall and bombarded the 
gatehouse until it was ‘cracked from top to bottom’.

The Scots abandoned their claim to Carlisle in the 
1237 Treaty of York, in which Alexander II gave up 
the Scottish claim to the counties of Northumberland, 
Cumberland and Westmoreland in exchange for grants 
of land held from the English king Henry III (1216–72).  
A report of 1256 says that the castle was ‘very greatly 
in need of repairing and roofing’.

The Anglo-Scottish truce did not last long.The English 
king Edward I (1272–1307) was determined to conquer 
Scotland and made Carlisle his command centre. His 
second wife, Queen Margaret, stayed in the castle and 
made improvements, including having a bath installed!

After Edward I died the Scots drove the English 
invaders out of their lands and turned on northern 
England in retaliation. Following his victory over the 
English at the Battle of Bannockburn, Scottish king 
Robert the Bruce (1306–29) led an attack on Carlisle 
Castle in 1315. His army set up a siege engine outside 
the castle’s west wall against a garrison of 500 men. 
After 11 days the attack was foiled by the weather. 
Torrential rains turned the land around the castle into  
a quagmire and made the siege engines useless.

During the 14th century successive English kings 
entrusted the security of the border to powerful noble 
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families like the Percys and the Nevilles. During the 
wars with Scotland in the 1370s and 1380s Carlisle’s 
gatehouse was rebuilt and the first guns were installed 
in the outer ward. By 1430 the castle had six iron 
cannons.

Over the next century the castle rapidly became 
dilapidated. A report of 1529 described nearly every 
building as being close to collapse.

The Tudor castle

Henry VIII (1509–47) modernised Carlisle’s defences 
in 1541, worried about a potential Scottish attack. He 
had the half-moon battery built in the outer ward, and 
strengthened the inner ward’s wall-walk and the roof 
of the keep to hold cannon. The works were slow 
and expensive. The attack never came, and in the end 
Carlisle was mainly used as a lock-up for cattle thieves.

Mary, Queen of Scots was kept prisoner in the castle 
in 1567, in the since-demolished Queen Mary’s Tower. 
She lived in relative luxury: when she eventually left for 
Bolton Castle in Yorkshire she needed four carriages, 
20 packhorses and 23 riding horses to carry her, her 
retinue and her belongings.

One prisoner, the border reiver Kinmont Willie, 
was rescued by a band of Scots on the night of 13 
April 1596. He became famous through a ballad that 
celebrated his escape, though it didn’t mention that he 
wasn’t chained down in a dungeon but was imprisoned 
in an easily accessible building in the outer ward!

The Stuarts and the Civil War

In 1603 James VI of Scotland became King James I of 
England. When he stayed in Carlisle Castle in 1617 
he found it very run down but did nothing to restore 
it. The union of the English and Scottish crowns had 

brought peace to the border, and a fortress was no 
longer needed.

However, the peace was short lived. In 1642 the Civil 
War broke out between Charles I and parliament. 
In October 1644 the city of Carlisle, occupied by 
Royalist troops, was put under siege. The inhabitants 
finally surrendered the following June, after exhausting 
their food supply down to the last horse, dog and rat. 
Once the civil war ended the castle again became 
unnecessary. By the end of the 17th century the guns 
were only used to salute visitors and royal birthdays.

The Jacobite Rebellion

By the time of Bonnie Prince Charlie’s rebellion against 
the English in 1745, Carlisle was a military backwater. 
The Scottish invasion came as a shock, and the city and 
castle surrendered to the Jacobite army. A month later 
the Jacobites took refuge in Carlisle Castle after failing 
in their invasion of England, but after a 10-day siege 
that blasted holes in the castle walls they were forced 
to surrender.Defeated Jacobites were imprisoned 
there until they were hanged or transported to North 
America the following year.

The 19th century castle

By the late 18th century the castle was becoming a 
ruin. Political unrest gave it a new purpose. The French 
Revolution (1789–99) caused fear all over Europe 
and the British government was worried about the 
threat from campaigners for political reform, such as 
the Chartist movement. The government built troop 
barracks all over the country, and converted the Carlisle 
Castle into a barracks. From the 1820s onwards, new 
buildings were put up to house troops. By 1849 there 
were 239 soldiers in the castle, along with wives, 
children and servants. In the 1870s the castle became 
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mainly a recruitment centre and training depot, and 
was used for training in the First World War.

The modern castle

From about 1900 the Office of Works became 
responsible for the historic parts of the castle, while 
the War Office remained in charge of the working 
areas. The keep was opened as a museum in 1932. 
The regimental depot was closed in 1959, when 
responsibility for its maintenance passed to the 
Department for the Environment, and later to English 
Heritage. The Territorial Army and the army cadet 
force still have bases in the castle.

SITE TOUR

Outer Gatehouse

You will arrive at Carlisle Castle through the Outer 
Gatehouse, which houses the ticket office and shop. 
Its oldest parts date from the 1160s, with changes 
made in the 1370s and 80s. Originally it was the front 
line of the castle’s defences. The gatekeeper could 
watch the approaches to the castle and keep an eye 
on the walls. The first floor was probably the sheriff of 
Cumberland’s rooms and office.

Features to look for:
n	 Fireplaces
n	 Windows, which would originally have been much 

smaller
n	 The top of the portcullis, visible in the hall under  

the south-facing window
n	 A water supply. Can you find one? Where might 

water have come from?
n	 A latrine (toilet)
n	 A stone that once formed part of a Roman 

alterpiece.

Outer Ward

In the Middle Ages this area would have been open 
ground with wooden buildings. When Edward I stayed 
here in 1307 he had a great hall built in the outer ward, 
where a parliament was held. The buildings here now 
were built in the 19th and 20th centuries and are still 
used today.

Features to look for:
n	 The names of the Border Regiment buildings: Ypres, 

Gallipoli, Arroyo, Arnhem and Alma were all battles 
in which the regiment played a part

n	 The half-moon battery, which was built in the 1540s 
and originally stood much higher than it does now. 
In the 1830s the ground level was raised.

Captain’s Tower

This was the main home of the officer responsible for 
running the castle. It was originally built in the late 12th 
century but was greatly altered later.

Features to look for:
n	 The moat, which would have run closer to the 

tower before the battery was built and was crossed 
by a drawbridge

n	 Portcullis grooves and gate hinges in the entrance 
passage

n	 The ornamental decoration on the inside of the 
gatehouse

n	 The tower’s construction, particularly the sloping 
base of the walls and the way the tower projects 
forward to defend the walls.
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Inner Ward

Until the early 19th century the walls were lined with 
medieval buildings where royalty and important visitors 
lived. From 1806 onwards they were replaced or 
substantially rebuilt. See the reconstruction drawing 
(see Images page 10).

Features to look for:
n	 The hollows cut into the thickness of the wall next 

to the gatehouse – these are 16th century storage 
spaces, or casemates

n	 The remains of the great chamber building, which is 
now the King’s Own Border Regiment Museum and 
would originally have been residential apartments. 
You can see the outlines of earlier doors and 
windows

n	 The foundations of a vanished tower in the south-
east corner, originally built In 1308 and called the 
New Tower, the Warden’s Tower and finally Queen 
Mary’s Tower. It was demolished in 1835 on the 
verge of collapse.

Keep

The castle keep is not just a stronghold, but a visible 
statement of power and authority. Carlisle’s keep is 21 
metres high – the original building was even higher, but 
the roof was lowered in Henry VIII’s redevelopment to 
make it a more effective gun emplacement. The inside 
of the keep has also been adapted many times. For 
example, the spine walls that divide the interior rooms 
in half were added in the 16th century to support the 
weight of heavy guns on the floors above. For much 
of its history the keep was more likely to be used for 
storage than as a living space.

Features to look for:
n	 The foundations on either side of the doorway, 

which mark the position of a forebuilding and 
stairway

n	 The chamber in the corner of the first floor from 
which the portcullis was operated

n	 The latrine built into the wall on the first floor
n	 The so-called ‘prisoners’ carvings’ on the second 

floor.

Walkway of  the Inner Ward

A ramp from the keep leads up to the walkway around 
the internal walls. The ramp was built to carry guns up 
to the walkway. 

Features to look for:
n	 The castle well on the north face of the keep. It’s 

about 21 metres deep and was a crucial water 
source when the castle was under siege

n	 The view from the top of the walls. How far can 
you see? How would this be an advantage for a 
defending army?

Outside the castle gate

Looking at the castle from the outside, it’s easy to 
appreciate why it was such an important stronghold. 

Features to look for:
n	 The defensive features approaching the gatehouse
n	 The huge 16th century buttresses built against the 

east wall to support its weight (see Images page 5)
n	 The walls extending south from the castle’s curtain 

walls which were once connected directly to the city 
walls of Carlisle. Originally, anyone coming into the 
castle would have to first pass through one of the 
gates in the city walls.
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TIMELINE

11th century

1066
William I’s army 
successfully conquers 
England. Carlisle is under 
Scottish rule

1086
Carlisle remains under 
Scottish rule and does not 
appear in the Domesday 
Book

1092
William II drives Scots out 
of  Carlisle and orders a 
timber castle to be built

1092
William II gives grants of  
land around Carlisle to his 
lords

12th century

1122
Henry I orders a stone 
castle to be built at 
Carlisle

1122
Henry I founds the 
Augustinian Priory & 
Church of  St Mary

1122–1168
Carlisle’s city walls are 
built

1130s
Work done on building 
the castle’s curtain walls

1133
Carlisle Priory Church 
becomes a Cathedral. 
Aethelwold appointed first 
Bishop of  Carlisle

1135–1157
Carlisle occupied by the 
Scots

1158
Henry II grants Carlisle a 
Royal Charter to hold a 
weekly market and annual 
Great Fair

13th century

1216–17
Alexander II of  Scotland 
invades and occupies 
Carlisle

1292
Much of  Carlisle 
Cathedral and city 
destroyed by fire

1296
English King Edward 
I makes Carlisle his 
headquarters in his war 
against the Scots. Castle 
buildings improved

14th century

1300 and 1306/7
Edward I’s parliament 
meets at Carlisle

1315, 1338, 1345, 1380 
& 1383
Scots besiege Carlisle

1378–83
Castle’s outer gatehouse 
built

15th century

1430
Cannons installed at the 
castle

1461
Scots besiege Carlisle

1480s
Tile Tower rebuilt
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TIMELINE

16th century

11540–42
Henry VIII orders review 
of  Carlisle’s defences. 
Keep modernised, 
Ramparts widened, Half  
Moon Battery and Citadel 
built

1568
Mary, Queen of  Scots 
held prisoner in the castle 
for two months

1596
Border reiver ‘Kinmont 
Willie’ escapes from the 
castle

17th century

1603
Union of  the English & 
Scottish Crowns: King 
James I of  Scotland 
becomes James VI of  
England. Carlisle is no 
longer a frontier town

1642
English Civil War 
begins. Carlisle Castle is 
garrisoned for the King

1644–45
Siege of  Carlisle. Royalist 
garrison is starved out and 
eventually surrenders
18th Century

18th century

Nov 1745
Jacobite rebellion. Bonnie 
Prince Charlie’s army 
invades England and 
captures Carlisle

Dec 1745
Scots army besieged 
and defeated in Carlisle 
castle. Jacobite garrison 
imprisoned and 31 
executed

19th century

1804
Large armoury built at the 
castle

1827
Castle Armoury 
converted to a barracks

1829
Canteen added (Gallipoli 
Block)

1836
Barrack block built (Ypres 
block)

1872–73
Castle becomes 
training depot of  34th 
Cumberland and 55th 
Westmoreland regiments 
(amalgamated 1881 into 
the Border Regiment)

20th century

1932
Alma blocks built

1959
Depot closed, but castle 
remains the HQ of  the 
Kings Own Royal Border 
Regiment
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LOCATION

Bridge Street, Carlisle, Cumbria.
In Carlisle City Centre. OS Map 85, 315: NY396562

HOW TO GET THERE

Bus Buses are available from surrounding areas. Please 
contact Tourist Information on 01228 625600 for up-
to-date information on services.

Train Carlisle railway station, ½ mile.

FACILITIES

Parking There is no parking on site, except disabled 
parking. Please drop off at the entrance and use 
signposted city centre pay and display car parks nearby

Shop There is a shop on site selling souvenirs and 
resources which can support further learning back in 
the classroom. We welcome all groups and all sales 
contribute towards the continuing work of English 
Heritage. To ensure your visit to the shop runs 
smoothly we ask that group leaders liaise with site staff 
on arrival.

Refreshments The education room and the Captain’s 
Tower are available to book as lunch rooms. There are 
outdoor picnic tables available.

Toilets Based in the Militia building and accessed from 
the outside. The disabled toilet is accessed from inside 
the Militia building.

LEARNERS GO FREE
Educational visits are free to English Heritage properties 
and should be booked at least 14 days in advance via 
the North of England Office:
37 Tanner Row, York YO1 6WP
T 01904 601917   F 01904 601999
http://services.english-heritage.org.uk/
educationbookings

Please remember you are responsible for your own 
risk assessment. Hazard information available when 
booking.

Limit on party number The maximum group size 
allowed to enter at once is 100. A maximum of 300 
educational visitors can be on site at any one time.

Required teacher/adult helper to pupil ratio 1:6 for 
school years 1-3 and 1:18 for all other groups aged 
under 18. Students must be supervised at all times.
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A GUIDE TO RESOURCES

Resources available on site include:
n	 Exhibitions on the history of the site. These include 

a model of the city in 1745 and an exhibition on 
Bonnie Prince Charlie and the Jacobite uprising of 
that year.

n	 The Big Book of Castles is available to borrow. 
This is a non-fiction book that helps young children 
understand what life was like inside a castle. An 
information booklet is available – please let us know 
if you would like a copy.

n	 The Border Regiment and King’s Own Royal Border 
Regiment Museum. Please note that the museum 
is not managed by English Heritage. To make 
arrangements to visit the museum please call  
01228 532774

n	 The Captain’s Tower is available to book as a wet 
weather space and can be used as a lunchroom. 
Please note that the room is on the ramparts and 
access is via steps.

n	 Carlisle Castle Guidebook 
Summerson H, 2008. 
English Heritage
ISBN 978 1 84802 011 5

ENGLISH HERITAGE EDUCATION

English Heritage is proud of its commitment to heritage 
education. We aim to help teachers and those involved 
in heritage education – at all levels – to use the historic 
environment as a resource, right across the curriculum.
T 020 8981 7898
education@english-heritage.org.uk
www.english-heritage.org.uk/education

NEARBY AND RELATED SITES

Penrith Castle, Penrith, Cumbria 14th century castle 
once owned by Richard, Duke of Gloucester (who later 
became Richard III). Managed by English Heritage.

Brougham Castle, Penrith, Cumbria 13th century 
castle built as a barrier against Scots invaders. Managed 
by English Heritage.
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PREPARING FOR YOUR VISIT

If you can, it’s best to make a preliminary planning 
visit, particularly if you have not visited Carlisle Castle 
before. Teachers can make planning visits free of  
charge by contacting the North of England office on 
01904 601917.

Students will get the most out of their visit if they have 
done some preparatory work beforehand. Depending 
on the age and prior knowledge of your group, you 
could:
Research who built the first castles and why
n	 Find out about medieval warfare and research the 

different ways of attacking and defending a castle
n	 Use maps and photographs to think about why the 

castle was built in that location and the relationship 
between the castle and the city of Carlisle

n	 Research medieval life and find out about the kinds of 
people who would have lived in Carlisle in the past.

ACTIVITY IDEAS

A visit to the castle is ideal for cross-curricular work. 
The activity suggestions below have been arranged by 
subject area, but there is plenty of crossover between 
activities in different subject areas. Activities can be 
combined cross-curricular topics at Key Stages 1 and 2 
or used to address specific curriculum goals with older 
students.

HISTORY

Attack and defence

Carlisle’s defensive features can be explored in many 
different ways. A role-play game is an effective way of 

motivating students to research information and builds 
skills such as teamwork and tactical decision-making.
n	 Split students into small groups. Task each group 

with planning either the attack or defence of Carlisle 
Castle. If your time is limited, allocate individual 
groups to specific areas of the castle. Back in the 
classroom, put attack and defence groups together 
to pool information and put together their plan for 
either the attack or defence of the castle.

n	 The task can be made more complex by developing 
a scenario and giving students a specific set of 
resources, for example a fixed number of soldiers, 
siege engines and arrows for the attack force, or 
a fixed supply of soldiers, food and water for the 
defenders. Students could play a tactical game 
back in the classroom where ‘attackers’ and 
‘defenders’ take turns to make a move. You can also 
introduce other considerations, such as the need for 
defenders to protect the civilian population or the 
effect of weather and time of year on the options 
available to the attacking force, and ask students to 
make tactical decisions as a group.

n	 You could add a role-play element to this task. 
The ‘attack’ groups could be spies for the king of 
Scotland, on a secret mission to assess the castle’s 
defences. The ‘defence’ group are the king of 
England’s best knights. Alternatively this task could 
be attached to a specific period of the castle’s 
history, such as the siege of 1216, 1315 or 1644-45. 
When students have compared notes back in the 
classroom, they could compare their ideas for attack 
and defence with what actually happened during a 
real siege.
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Castle life

Younger children, particularly Key Stage 1, can compare 
and contrast the features of thecastle with buildings 
they are familiar with, such  as their home or school. 
As you tour the castle with your group, ask them the 
following questions:
n	 What kinds of building materials is the castle made 

of, and why?
n	 How thick are the walls compared with other 

buildings they know? 

Children can also look for clues about the function of 
different buildings. 
n	 How was the castle lit and heated? 
n	 Where is the water supply?
n	 Where are the kitchens, living rooms, bathrooms 

and toilets? 

Ask the group to think about the kinds of evidence that 
are missing. 
n	 Would people have lived with bare walls, or might 

the castle have been decorated? 
n	 What furniture might people living here have used? 
n	 Would living conditions be the same for the 

constable of the castle as they would have been for 
a servant or a prisoner?

Students could use these observations for further work 
back in school, such as the creative writing activities 
described overleaf. Older students could use the 
inventory of the goods belonging to Sir Philip Musgrave 
in 1678 (included on p13 of the whole kit, or page 6/6 
if you have only downloaded the activities section) and 
compare it with an inventory of the objects in their 
own home.

Changes through time

n	 Back in the classroom, give students a basic map of 
Carlisle Castle and its environs. You could add other 
resources, such as historic images and modern 
photographs of the city. Ask students to work out 
which landscape features would have been there 
when Carlisle Castle was built and which came later. 
What has changed since the castle was first built? 
Use these observations to chart the changing way 
of life of people in Carlisle throughout the castle’s 
history.

GEOGRAPHY

Carlisle Castle’s strategic location is a crucial part of 
the story, not just of the castle but of the political 
relationship between England and Scotland. Work in 
geography can support students’ study of history and 
vice versa. Work using maps particularly lends itself to 
preparatory and follow-up work in school. Students 
could:
n	 Locate Carlisle Castle on a map and work out 

the distance between Carlisle and various natural 
and man-made landscape features such as rivers, 
seas, high and low ground, roads, major towns, the 
border with Scotland. Which would have been the 
most important features when deciding where to 
build a castle? Ask students to imagine they are 
a medieval castle-builder commissioned by the 
King to decide where to build a castle. Ask them 
to write a report and draw a map for the King 
explaining why they have chosen this location.

n	 If students will be travelling by coach, they could plot 
their route on a map and describe what they expect 
to see on their journey. Students could calculate the 
length of their journey by coach with how long it 
would take to make the same journey by a medieval 
method of transport, such as on foot or horseback.
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LITERACY AND ENGLISH

Word bank

A word bank is a great way to encourage students 
to broaden their vocabulary and use the correct 
terminology to describe buildings, historical features 
and time periods. Ask students to compile lists of 
words they either encounter while they are exploring 
the castle or they think of themselves. You could give 
different groups of children the task of finding words 
in different categories, or ask them to stop in a specific 
part of the castle and use their imaginations and their 
senses to think of as many words as they can. Words 
could include:
n	 Historical terms: words that relate to the study of 

the past e.g. medieval, Tudor, century
n	 Castle words: terms specific to the castle itself e.g. 

keep, constable, gatehouse, turret
n	 Descriptive words: ones based on what students 

can touch, see, taste, smell and hear.

Back in school, use the words as a basis for creative 
writing tasks based on your visit.

Creative writing

A visit to Carlisle Castle can inspire a wide range 
of creative writing tasks for students of all ages and 
abilities. Students could write:
n	 A description of how the castle might have looked 

in the past
n	 A letter from a besieged inhabitant living in the 

castle to someone outside
n	 A diary entry by someone living in the castle: a 

prisoner such as Mary, Queen of Scots; a soldier on 
duty waiting to be attacked; a servant working in 
the kitchen

n	 A promotional leaflet for the castle for a specific 
target audience

n	 A script of a conversation between two people 
who lived in the castle, either at the same time or at 
different periods in history

n	 A contemporary-style report based on past events 
at the castle, for example a TV or radio interview 
with someone who witnessed an attack on the 
castle

n	 A poem or ballad based on an event from Carlisle’s 
past, such as Kinmont Willie’s escape. You could use 
the original ballad (included on p13 of the whole kit, 
or page 5 if you have only downloaded the activities 
section) for inspiration.

NUMERACY AND MATHEMATICS

The castle is full of mathematical shapes and structures. 
Investigating the maths of the castle can help with other 
subjects, such as historical interpretation. Students can 
record information on site that they could then use 
back in school for practical problem-solving. Students 
could:
n	 Look for mathematical shapes and patterns such as 

right angles, circles, semi-circles, triangles, arches, 
types of symmetry

n	 Plot the area of different rooms in the castle and 
record the features each room has, such as the 
number of windows and fireplaces. Students can 
use this data to make a chart back in school to 
compare the sizes and features of the different 
spaces and use it to infer how they might have been 
used

n	 Make calculations based on the construction of the 
castle. For example, take measurements to enable 
them to work out the volume of stone that would 
have been needed to build the keep or a part of 
the curtain wall.
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ART, DESIGN & TECHNOLOGY

Carlisle Castle combines design features from different 
periods of history, and could also provide inspiration 
for students’ own challenge activities in design and 
construction. There are many ways in which a visit can 
support learning in art, design and technology either on 
site or back in school.
n	 Research weight bearing structures before visiting 

the castle. Students could experiment using card or 
balsa wood to construct features they might see in 
the castle, such as a tall tower or an arch support. 
How do modifications to the design affect the 
strength of their structures?

n	 Make observational drawings of architectural 
features on site to use as part of further work back 
in the classroom

n	 Make imaginative drawing based on observation and 
historical research, such as a drawing of what the 
inside of the keep might have looked like in the past, 
or design of an heraldic shield or insignia

n	 Compare design and construction features from 
different periods of the castle’s history

n	 Build their own siege engine and use it to knock 
down a wall made of small cardboard boxes. 
Students could research siege engines such as the 
ballista and trebuchet and conduct experiments to 
see which is the most effective way of powering 
a missile. You could hold your own ‘Catapult 
Challenge’ in which teams compete to see whose 
catapult is the best.

n	 Design the missing Queen Mary’s tower, using 
measurements of the existing foundations and 
observations of the surviving buildings.

ENTERPRISE AND TOURISM

Carlisle Castle is a major tourist attraction. The 
challenge of preserving the historic building, at the 
same time as enabling safe access and interpreting the 
site for thousands of people a year, offers many learning 
opportunities for students. You could:
n	 Plan an interpretive trail round the castle for 

different target groups, e.g. families, primary schools
n	 Take photographs on site and make a promotional 

slideshow or digital story using audio and images 
back in school

n	 Make an advertising poster for the castle
n	 Write and record an audio trail for visitors to the 

castle. This could include role-play conversations 
between characters from different points in the 
castle history

n	 Plan and design souvenir products for the castle 
shop.
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EXTRACT FROM THE BALLAD OF KINMONT WILLIE
(Original author unknown. This version taken from George MacDonald 
Fraser, The Steel Bonnets).

Wi’ coulters, and wi’ forehammers, 
We garr’d the bars bang merrilie, 
Until we came to the inner prison. 
Where Willie o’ Kinmont he did lie.

And when we came to the lower prison 
Where Willie o’ Kinmont he did lie- 
‘O sleep ye, wake ye Kinmont Willie, 
Upon the morn that thou’s to die?’

‘O I sleep saft, and I wake aft; (saft – light; aft – often) 
It’s lang since sleeping was fley’d frae me! (fley’d – frightened) 
Gie my service back to my wife and bairns, 
And a’ gude fellows that spier for me.’ (spier – inquire)

Then Red Rowan had heute him up, (heute – hauled) 
The starkest man in Teviotdale- (starkest – strongest) 
‘Abide, abide now, Red Rowan, 
Till of my lord Scroope I take farewell.

Farewell, farewell my gude lord Scroope! 
My gude lord Scroope, farewell!’ he cried- 
‘I’ll pay you for my lodging maill, (maill – rent) 
when we first meet on the border side.’

Then shoulder high, with shout and cry, 
We bore him down the ladder lang; 
At every stride Red Rowan made, 
I wot the Kinmont’s airns play’d clang! (airns – irons)
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Inventory of the goods and chattels belonging to Sir Philip Musgrave at Carlisle Castle on his death in 1678

Governours Chamber One beddsteed two ffeather bedds and cloaths belonging 
them five chaires and stools 6 Quishions hanginge about 
the Roome, Curtaines belonging the bedds one table one 
Skreene and one looking glass

Dineing Roome 2 Tables, 12 Chaires Hangings and pictures £5 0s 0d

Best Chamber Hangings Curtaines Table Cloath and Quishions £2 10s 0d

Little high chamber One bedstead bed cloathes Curtaines and hangings  £3 0s 0d 
 One Silver Tankard and 6 silver salts £3 0s 0d 
 3 Dyper Table Cloaths 2 dowzen of napkins a pair  
 of Course sheets a doz: of Course napkins and 4 Towells 
 One Iron dripping pan a paire of Iron racks 
 Tongs Fire shovel and porr

 5 Hogsheads and some other wooden vessel £0 10s 0d 
 Hay in the Barne £2 0s 0d 
 6 Puther Dishes a dozen of puther plaits one great 
 brass pott 2 little Kettles 

Sir Philip Musgrave was a Governor of Carlisle. He had supported the Royalist cause in the Civil War. He lived in 
the inner bailey of the castle. The buildings he lived in were built in 1577 but demolished in the 19th century.

The original inventory is held in the Cumbria Record Office in Carlisle. It would have been compiled soon after  
Sir Philip’s death.
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The inner gatehouse, Carlisle Castle.

© English Heritage Photo Library
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The inner bailey, Carlisle Castle. Foundations of the forebuilding 
in front of the keep.

© English Heritage Photo Library

TEACHER’S KIT

CARLISLE CASTLE

 

 2 OF 13



The keep and the inner bailey, Carlisle Castle.

© English Heritage Photo Library
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Exterior view of the keep and the outer gatehouse, Carlisle Castle.

© English Heritage Photo Library
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Detail of the tudor buttresses supporting the outer curtain wall 
of Carlisle Castle.

© English Heritage Photo Library
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Top Engraving of ‘West Walls of Castle and City’, 1745, after watercolour by William Henry Nutter. the 
image shows the damage inflicted when the castle was recovered from the Jacobites and shows how 
the castle and city walls were still linked at this time.
Bottom Engraving of 1813 by Luke Clenell showing the neglected state of the outer ward at that time.

© Carlisle Library
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‘North West View of Carlisle Castle’ by Samuel and Nathaniel Buck.

© English Heritage Photo Library
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‘Captain’s Tower, Carlisle Castle’ (painted in 1810).

© Tullie House Museum and Art Gallery, Carlisle
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Carlisle – town model.

© English Heritage Photo Library
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Carlisle Castle circa 1400.

© English Heritage Photo Library
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View of the wall carvings found on the second floor of the keep. The carvings are 
thought to date to c.1480.

© English Heritage Photo Library
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Detail of the wall carvings on the second floor of the keep.

© English Heritage. NMR
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Detail of roman altar stone re-used as a door lintel in 
the outer gatehouse of Carlisle Castle.

© English Heritage Photo Library
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