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Advice on maintenance of WAR MEMORIALS

Bronze:

Do use wooden scrapers to remove 
bird droppings 

Do clean with water (not under pressure)
and a mild detergent using a lint-free cloth
or natural bristle brush, but no more than
once a year

Do arrange for a bronze specialist/
conservator to inspect the bronze and apply
microcrystalline wax every 2-3 years

Don’t use chemical products (especially 
acid and alkali-based products and 
ammonia solutions)

Don’t use copper, brass bronze or 
ferrous brushes

Don’t use paints

Don’t use abrasive methods 

Iron:

Do inspect joints and areas of flaking
paintwork as the build up of water on 
iron structures can be detrimental as it
encourages corrosion  

Don’t use paints to match original as 
re-painting should only be performed by 
a qualified professional 

Joints:

Do check if joints are open and arrange to
have re-pointing carried out by a suitably
experienced professional

Don’t re-point without professional help.
The wrong choice of mortar can lead 
to damage

Organic growths:

Do monitor the extent of organic growth.
If you find unsightly algal slimes which cover
inscriptions contact a qualified professional
to clean the surface

Do remove/control excessive vegetation.
However, most lichens and mosses can be
left on memorials provided they do not
obscure inscriptions and carved details

Don’t apply chemical/biocide products on
the surface

Don’t plant trees too near the memorial

Don’t place flower pots directly on the 
base of the memorial
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